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JOIN US AT NYSTA’S 2009 TURFGRASS ADVOCACY DAY!
New York State Turfgrass Association (NYSTA) and allied industry members are invited to attend 2009 Turfgrass Advocacy Day at the Empire State Plaza Concourse in Albany, New York on March 11, 2009 from 7:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.  Participants will have the opportunity to learn about the latest legislative updates and meet with their legislators to address issues of concern.  The day will begin with a 7:00 a.m. breakfast while industry experts review issues and advocacy strategy.  Attendees will then meet with legislators from 9:15 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., giving them the opportunity to communicate their views on important green industry issues.  Following the appointments, a luncheon has been scheduled where New York State Senator David J. Valesky , the highest ranking upstate legislator in the Chamber, will address participants on issues facing the horticultural and agricultural industries in New York State.
Issues highlighted at 2009 Turfgrass Advocacy Day include:

Pesticide Product Registration 

Request continued legislative oversight of the pesticide registration program to address delays that prevent 
the use of pesticide products, including new formulations with improved modes of action, less potential for  pesticide resistance, better efficacy and environmental compatibility with the goals of integrated pest management (IPM)

Pesticides – Using Less Than Label Rates

Support legislation that would allow commercial applicators to use pesticides in a dosage, concentration or frequency less than specified on the label

Local Regulation of Pesticides

Oppose pesticide legislation that would create local ordinances or regulations
Pre-emption of Fertilizer

Support for legislation providing pre-emption to the state for fertilizer application and use through the New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets

Turfgrass Environmental Stewardship Fund

Continuation of an appropriation in the New York State Budget for the Turfgrass Environmental Stewardship Fund.  This fund is distributed in the form of grants with a preference toward research that will have a positive impact on the environment.
New York Farm Viability Institute

Continued funding for the New York Farm Viability Institute, an independent, non-profit
organization that is dedicated to strengthening agricultural and horticultural industries by eliminating barriers to success
  The registration deadline is Friday, February 27 and sponsorship opportunities are available.  To register, please access the 2009 Turfgrass Advocacy Day brochure on the NYSTA web site at www.nysta.org.  The New York State Turfgrass Association is comprised of green industry professionals who have joined together to share best management practices, promote environmental stewardship, support education, advance research and disseminate research findings.  For additional information, please contact NYSTA at (518) 783-1229 or email nysta@nysta.org.            
