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	10th Annual Turfgrass Advocacy Day a Success

2009 Turfgrass Advocacy Day was held on March 11 in Albany.  Our lobby day included 44 participants and 52 legislative visits.  Be sure to review this year’s issue papers on our web site at:

2009 Turfgrass Advocacy Day

· Local Regulation of Pesticides

· Pre-emption of Fertilizer

· Turfgrass Environmental Stewardship Fund

· Using Less Than Label Rates of Pesticides

· New York Farm Viability Institute

· Pesticide Product Registration System

Participants were briefed on this year’s issues during breakfast by Jeff Lane, with the Vandervort Group and lobbyist for the New York Alliance for Environmental Concerns; Michael Maffei, NYSTA Past President; Steve Griffen, NYSTA Past President and a co-founder of Advocacy Day; and Elizabeth Seme, NYSTA Executive Director.

All who attended appreciated the opportunity to have their views heard by the legislators in Albany.  Following the legislative visits, attendees joined together for a luncheon address by Senator David J. Valesky, Vice President Pro Tempore of the New York State Senate, who gave an update on State budget issues.

According to Steve Griffen, “I thought it was a very effective lobby day.  Since this was our 10th annual Turfgrass Advocacy Day, our attendees were well-prepared, more experienced and effective.  Legislators and their staff knew us because they remembered us from other years and gave us adequate time to present our issues.”

Jeff Lane agreed, “2009 Turfgrass Advocacy Day was exceptional this year because NYSTA members and industry participants really got their point across to legislators regarding the issues.  I’m already getting positive feedback from supportive legislators who want to pass turfgrass proposals into law.”

Thank you to all who participated and our loyal sponsors who help make this event possible.  They are the Northeastern Golf Course Superintendents Association, Sullivan County Challenge Golf Tournament, New York State Lawn Care Association, RISE-Responsible Industry for a Sound Environment, Grassland Equipment & Irrigation Corp., Helena Chemical Company and Dow AgroSciences.

Be sure to join us at our next Turfgrass Advocacy Day and let your views be heard!
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Senator David Valesky (3rd from right) with NYSTA Board Members.  He gave an update on State budget issues at 2009 Turfgrass Advocacy Day.
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Michael Maffei, CGCS and Steve Griffen brief participants on the issues at 2009 Turfgrass Advocacy Day.




