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	TO: «FNAME» «LNAME»
TURFGRASS PROFESSIONALS TO FOCUS ON BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES

AT NYSTA’S WESTERN REGIONAL CONFERENCE

AMHERST, NY – The New York State Turfgrass Association’s (NYSTA) Western Regional Conference will be held on March 6, 2008 from 7:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m at the Buffalo/Niagara Marriott in Amherst, New York.  The Western Regional Conference is sponsored by Cornell Cooperative Extension, the Western New York Golf Course Superintendents Association, Western New York State Nursery and Landscape Association, Finger Lakes Association of Golf Course Superintendents, and New York State Association of Cemeteries.  Registration and coffee will begin at 7:00 a.m. followed by a variety of educational sessions.  The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation is offering 6.25 pesticide recertification credits for this program.  The Golf Course Superintendents Association of America has awarded .50 Education Points, and the International Society of Arboriculture is offering 1 continuing education unit.  Attendees will also have many opportunities throughout the day to visit the trade show.  


During the morning general session, Dr. Jennifer Grant, Cornell University, will introduce TracTurf software, a user-friendly program designed specifically for professional turfgrass managers. TracTurf will make it easier to track pest management records and promote the practice of Integrated Pest Management (IPM).  This session will also include a regulatory update from the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation.  After a short break, the general session will continue with a presentation from James Willmott, Assistant Professor of Turfgrass and Golf Course Management at SUNY Delhi.  He will review the top five most common insect pests of turfgrass and discuss management strategies.


The program’s education sessions will be presented by industry experts as well as professors from Cornell University and SUNY Delhi.  Topics will feature golf turf, lawn and landscape, sports turf and cemetery maintenance.  For a complete list of sessions and presenters as well as the exhibitor and attendee registration forms, please access the 2008 Western Regional Conference brochure on the New York State Turfgrass Association web site at www.nysta.org.  For additional information, please contact NYSTA at (518) 783-1229, fax (518) 783-1258 or email nysta@nysta.org.
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