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Be sure to visit the NYSTA web site for the latest news and information about your Association and upcoming events.

NYSTA Geneva Board Meeting Wrap-Up

The New York State Turfgrass Association Board of Directors met on Monday, March 17, at Cornell University’s New York State Agricultural Experiment Station (NYSAES) in Geneva, New York.  They had the opportunity to conduct their regular board meeting, hear presentations on NYSTA-funded projects, and tour the facilities.  

NYSAES was established by an act of the New York State Legislature in 1880 and began operations on March 1, 1882.  Currently, 50 professors and 253 staff members conduct innovative research, education and extension programs with the goal of advancing sustainable agriculture and food systems.  The 914-acre sprawling campus includes 864 acres of farm land for research, one acre of greenhouse space, and 623,000 square feet of lab, office and facility space.

Following the morning board meeting, Station Director, Thomas J. Burr, Ph.D., and College of Agriculture and Life Sciences Senior Associate Dean, Jan Nyrop, Ph.D., gave an overview of the station and discussed the role Cornell scientists play in support of the turfgrass industry.  Daniel C. Peck, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Soil Insect Ecology and Turfgrass Entomology, then presented information on the work taking place in the Entomology Department.  According to Elizabeth Seme, NYSTA Executive Director, “The Board had an opportunity to hear about the cutting-edge research taking place by Dr. Daniel Peck and his associates.  Dr. Peck has proven to be an authority in the Northeast for the work he has done to evaluate the spread of the invasive crane fly.  In addition, this department has developed successful techniques for rearing the annual bluegrass weevil, a major breakthrough which will make it easier for scientists to study the insect and the problems it causes.”  Dr. Peck was awarded a three-year (2006-2008) New York Turfgrass Foundation research grant for his project, “Alerting and Arming the Northeast against European Crane Flies, New Invasive Pests of Turfgrass.”  In addition, he received an Environmental Stewardship Fund Grant for his project, “Prospecting for Resistance to the Annual Bluegrass Weevil in Improved Cultivars of Poa annua.”

NYSTA President, Owen Regan, said, “The NYSTA Board had the opportunity to hear dynamic presentations by the representatives from Horticultural Sciences, Plant Pathology, Entomology and Food Science and Technology departments.  We are proud to be able to support the work being conducted by the New York State Agricultural Experiment Station and are committed to promoting awareness of the accomplishments taking place in Geneva.”

In a quote published in the Station News, the campus newsletter of the New York State Agricultural Experiment Station, Dr. Thomas Burr said, “It was a great pleasure to host the New York State Turfgrass Association Board in Geneva.  Our faculty in Entomology and IPM are recognized nationally for excellence in turf research and extension and this visit provided them an opportunity to show the Board our facilities and discuss important projects.  The visit also allowed the Board to hear from faculty and staff about other research and extension programs that impact other segments of the agriculture and food industries of New York.”

Short CUTT Sponsorships Available!

Would you like a fast and easy way to reach members of the green industry with news about your products or services?  If yes, then you should consider sponsoring a week of ShortCUTT, Cornell University’s emailed newsletter.   For just $150, your text-based ad, which can be as long or as short as you would like, can be placed in the body of ShortCUTT where it will then be sent directly to key green industry decision-makers.  In addition, your sponsorship dollars go directly toward the production and distribution costs of ShortCUTT, ensuring the continuation of this popular membership benefit.  If you are interested in this great opportunity, complete the 2008 ShortCUTT Email Sponsorship form on the NYSTA web site:  http://www.nysta.org/membership/shortcutt_sponsorform_2008.pdf.

For more information, please contact the New York State Turfgrass Association, PO Box 612, Latham, New York 12110, (518) 783-1229, (518) 783-1258 (Fax), nysta@nysta.org, www.nysta.org
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Daniel C. Peck, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Soil Insect Ecology and Turfgrass Entomology, presents an overview of the turfgrass research facility to the NYSTA Board during their March 17 meeting at the New York State Agricultural Experiment Station in Geneva. 
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NYSTA Board Members meet at Cornell University’s New York State Agricultural Experiment Station in Geneva, New York.

From left to right: NYSTA Executive Board members: Robert Sanderson - Secretary/Treasurer; Greg Chorvas - Vice President; Owen Regan – President; 

Dr. Thomas J. Burr - Station Director; Michael Maffei, CGCS, - Past President; and

Dr. Jan Nyrop - Senior Associate Dean of the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences.
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