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	TURFGRASS PROFESSIONALS TO FOCUS ON BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES

AT NYSTA’S ADIRONDACK REGIONAL CONFERENCE

LAKE PLACID, NY – The New York State Turfgrass Association’s Adirondack Regional Conference will be held on March 25, 2008 from 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the Crowne Plaza Resort and Golf Club in Lake Placid, New York.  The Adirondack Regional Conference is sponsored by Cornell Cooperative Extension, the Adirondack Golf Course Superintendents Association, and the Adirondack Park Agency.  New this year will be round table discussions held during lunch featuring nine different topics.  Participants will have the opportunity to choose a discussion group, learn information from an industry expert and exchange ideas with colleagues.  


The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) is offering 13.25 pesticide recertification credits for this program and the Vermont Agency of Agriculture is accepting all NYSDEC awarded credits.   In addition, .65 Education Points have been offered by the Golf Course Superintendents Association of America (GCSAA).  


Registration, coffee and access to the trade show will begin at 7:30 a.m.  During the general session, Dr. Jennifer Grant, Cornell University, will introduce TracTurf software, a user-friendly program designed specifically for professional turfgrass managers.  This software will make it easier to track pest management records and promote the practice of IPM.  Dr. Daniel Peck, Cornell University, will present, “Insects on the Horizon” which gives an update on the status of the European crane fly.  NYSTA past president, Michael Maffei, CGCS, will present legislative updates.  Dr. Michelle DaCosta, University of Massachusetts, will discuss how to prepare turfgrass for drought stress and Dr. Frank Rossi, Cornell University, will give an update on potassium fertilization.  


Education sessions will be presented by industry experts as well as professors from Cornell University, SUNY Delhi and the University of Massachusetts.  Topics will feature golf turf, sports turf, lawn and landscape IPM and basic turf management.    

      Sign-up for the following round table discussion topics will be available on site: 

· Managing the Annual Bluegrass Weevil

· Golf Course Disease Management

· How Proper Seed & Turf Selection Can Reduce Turf Pests

· Winter Injury

· Complying with Pesticide Legislation and Pesticide-Restrictive Policies

· USGA Update

· Optimizing Irrigation Design

· The Importance of Keeping Equipment Adjusted for Top Performance and Healthy Turf

· Calibrating Spreaders and Sprayers 


For a complete list of program sessions and presenters, as well as the exhibitor and attendee registrations forms, please access the 2008 Adirondack Regional Conference brochure on the New York State Turfgrass Association web site at www.nysta.org.  For additional information, please contact NYSTA at (518) 783-1229, fax (518) 783-1258 or email nysta@nysta.org
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