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	NYSTA ELECTS 2008 OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

Rochester, New York…The New York State Turfgrass Association (NYSTA) elected its 2008 Officers and Directors at their annual meeting held during the Empire State Green Industry Show in Rochester, New York on Wednesday, November 14, 2007.  Owen Regan, owner of Organics & More LTD, a firm that provides sod and turfgrass products for the golf course industry, was elected President of NYSTA for 2008.  Mr. Regan served as Vice President of NYSTA in 2006 and 2007, Secretary/Treasurer in 2005, and on the Board of Directors since 2002.  He was instrumental in the development of the Empire State Green Industry Show and is co-chair of the Trade Show committee.  He also serves on the Finance, Foundation, Nominating, Grant Review, Adirondack Regional Conference, Southeast Regional Conference, Sullivan County Challenge, and Winning Fields committees.   


Regan is a Past President of the Associated Landscape Contractors of Massachusetts.  He also serves as Operations Manager for New England Grows Exposition.   In addition, Organics & More LTD is a member of the Golf Course Builders Association of America, a non-profit trade association comprised of the world’s foremost golf course builders and leading suppliers to the golf course construction industry.

Greg Chorvas will serve as Vice President of NYSTA for 2008.  Mr. Chorvas is the Superintendent at Cantine Veterans Sports Complex, a multi-purpose sports complex, recreation and conference center, created by the Town of Saugerties.  He serves on NYSTA’s Foundation, Government Relations, Membership Promotion & Services, Nominating, Grant Review, Adirondack Regional Conference, and Winning Fields committees.  

Chorvas was recognized for his work as superintendent of the 127-acre Sports Complex.  He received the Quality of Life Award for his contributions in the field of human services from the Mid Hudson Pattern for Progress, a regional planning and policy membership group and the “Man of the Year Award” from the New York Mets Baseball Academy.
    
The 2008 Secretary/Treasurer is Robert Sanderson, Grounds and Landscape Manager of the Sodexho Campus Services team at Nazareth College.  He is chair of the Finance, Membership Promotion & Services, and Winning Fields committees.  He is also a co-chair of the Western Regional Conference committee.   

Bob was a member of the original grounds department at Nazareth College when it was formed in 1975 and has been involved with expansion and development.  He was awarded the Scholastic Achievement Award at the Cornell University Turfgrass Short Course and was recognized by the Eastern College Athletic Conference with their Certificate of Appreciation.  


Newly elected directors include Craig Yunker – Batavia Turf, LLC, Craig Currier – Bethpage State Park and Tom Wright – Mohonk Mountain House.  Other members currently serving as directors include Peter Muller – Quality Lawn Care, Timothy Hahn – Greystone/Shadows Golf Courses, Rick Holfoth, CGCS – Country Club of Rochester, Roger Lind - Grassland Equipment & Irrigation Corporation, Inc., and Michael McNamara – Grossinger Golf & Country Club.  James Baird, Ph.D. will be leaving the Board and assuming the position of Assistant Cooperative Extension Specialist in Turfgrass Management at the University of California, Riverside.  Michael Maffei, CGCS, will serve as Past President on the Board of Directors. 

The New York State Turfgrass Association is comprised of green industry professionals who have joined together to share best management practices, promote environmental stewardship, support education, advance research and disseminate research findings.  For more information, please call Denise Lewis, Public Relations Coordinator, (518) 783-1229.
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