NYSTA Members…

Stay Connected!

WWW.NYSTA.ORG
Be sure to visit the NYSTA web site for the latest news and information about your Association and upcoming events.
Lobby Day Wrap-Up

Turfgrass Advocacy Day was held on February 13 in Albany.  Despite a snow storm coinciding with the event, turn-out was good.  
Our lobby day included 40 participants and 50 legislative visits.  Be sure to review this year’s issue papers on our web site at http://www.nysta.org/news/govissues.html.  

· New York Farm Viability Institute

· Turfgrass Environmental Stewardship Fund

· Golf Course Owners – Blue Ribbon Commission

· Pesticide Product Registration Law

· Pre-emption of Fertilizer

At lunch, participants had the opportunity to listen to our guest speaker, Senator James Seward, Chairman of the Insurance Committee and a member of the Agriculture Committee.  Senator Seward has introduced legislation to create a Blue Ribbon Commission to examine the fairness of competition between privately and publicly held outdoor recreational facilities.  He spoke on the issues facing the green industry in New York, such as taxes and health insurance.

Jeff Lane, lobbyist for the New York Alliance for Environmental Concerns, recapped the day.
“Despite the bad weather, we had a great turnout.  Legislators were more than happy to meet with golf course superintendents, owners, lawn care operators, and other turfgrass professionals because they understand the industry’s importance to New York State.  Responding to such an organized effort on NYSTA’s Lobby Day, Assembly Members and Senators alike pledged to advocate on behalf of our issues both in the budget and throughout the legislative session.”
Upcoming March Events
Registration brochures for the Western Regional Conference (March 6) and the Adirondack Regional Conference (March 25) are posted on the web site www.nysta.org.  There is still time to pre-register for the Adirondack Regional Conference to receive a discounted rate!
New Benefits Brochure/Membership Application
Know anyone who might benefit from a NYSTA membership?  Interested in learning about the new benefits NYSTA is offering this year?  If so, be sure to peruse our new NYSTA membership brochure that is on our web site: 
http://www.nysta.org/membership/mem_app_2008.pdf
Feel free to print the brochure and give it to anyone who could benefit from a membership to the New York State Turfgrass Association.

Have questions?  Please contact the New York State Turfgrass Association, PO Box 612, Latham, New York 12110, (518) 783-1229, (518) 783-1258 (Fax), nysta@nysta.org, www.nysta.org
