NYFVI News and Notes 

Proposals requested for three grant programs
Canada trip offers chance to learn greenhouse pest control from farmers 
Producers sought for grant application review 
 
 
NYFVI accepting proposals for grant programs
 

Innovative approaches to removing barriers to success in farming in New York will be the focus of the New York Farm Viability Institute 2007 grant programming.

 

The Institute is accepting proposals for its core grant programs:

 

· Agriculture Innovation Center: projects that promote business planning, marketing, value-added product development and other opportunities to help New York farmers increase profits.  Projects may be funded for up to $300,000.  Projects that work with farmers in multiple agriculture production sectors and commodities, as well as counties and regions, will receive higher consideration for funding.  Agricultural Innovation Center proposals will be accepted through July 1.  Award decisions will be announced after Sept. 19.

· Education Innovation: projects that use innovative methods to deliver production, business or management education, technology transfer, technique demonstration or reach new or underserved audiences with the intention of assisting farmers in increasing farm profits.  Project may be funded for up to $250,000.  Proposals are due by Aug. 15.  Funding decisions will be made after Nov. 21.

· Applied Research Partnership: projects that use existing research to explore on farms feasibility, implementation models and other considerations.  Projects may be funded for up to $250,000.  Proposals are due by Oct. 1.  Funding decisions will be made after Dec. 19.  

 

Funded projects may run for nor more than two years in duration.  All projects must include farmer participation, such as identifying the need for the research, implementation, financial support, evaluation or outreach education.  Projects must be designed to assist farmers in increasing farm profits during the lifetime of the project, as well as provide templates for other farmers to follow. 

 

Projects are selected by a volunteer board of directors comprised of farmers representing a cross section of New York agricultural production sectors, farm size and geographic regions. 

 

For more information about the specific grant programs, visit the website, www.nyfarmviability.org.

 

For assistance in applying for New York Farm Viability funding, contact the office at (315) 453-3823 from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Friday.

 

The New York Farm Viability Institute is a nonprofit, farmer-led organization dedicated to directing research projects that result in increased profits on New York farms.  The Institute supports projects that focus on business management, marketing, production issues, technology adoption, outreach education and more across the diverse agricultural sectors, farm sizes and production practices in the state.

 

Producer groups, researchers, university faculty, educators, government agencies, non-profit organizations and others actively engaged in agricultural service are encouraged to apply for funds.

 

All funded projects must include outreach education components and opportunities to provide templates for successful farm practices for producers across the state.

 

Funding is from a legislative appropriation to the Institute through the New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets.

 

Apply for grants online at db.nyfarmviability.org/.

 

 

Canada trip offers greenhouse growers chance to learn bio-control from peers

 

A farm tour around Vineland Station, Canada offers an opportunity for greenhouse growers to learn about biological control methods from others growers.

 

The trip, planned by Cornell University’s Integrated Pest Management program, is planned for Aug. 14-16 in the Ontario province located over the US border from Niagara Falls, NY.

 

‘’Participants will visit growers using biological control in their operations.  This is a unique opportunity to learn from the experts at a very reasonable price,’’ said Karen Hall, director of the New York State Flower Industries.

 

The state Flower Industries and the nonprofit New York Farm Viability Institute, an applied-research funding group, are co-sponsors of the greenhouse tour.  Following the Canada trip, participants from the greenhouse tour will assist in public outreach efforts, such as demonstration programs related to pest control in greenhouses.

 

The trip will launch from Ithaca and includes a stop in Buffalo to pick up passengers.  The tour will start in Ithaca, make a quick stop in Buffalo to pick up participants, and continue on to Canada for a 2-night stay.  Over the 3 days participants will meet with biological control suppliers, research experts, and growers in Canada.

 

Cost is $50.  Overnight stay at Casablanca Winery Inn, located in Grimsby, Ont., is $115 per night.  For information, visit www.casablancawineryinn.com.

 

To register for the greenhouse tour, call Hall at (716) 941-3502.  For information, visit the New York Integrated Pest Management program website, www.nysipm.cornell.edu.

 

 

NYFVI seeks farmers for grant review panels 

 

Active New York farmers are encouraged to use their agricultural knowledge and leadership to help the New York Farm Viability Institute select proposals to fund under the Institute’s grant programs.

 

The New York Farm Viability Institute is a nonprofit, farmer-led organization that directs and funds research projects that result in increased profits on New York farms.  The Institute supports projects that focus on business management, marketing, production issues, technology adoption, outreach education and more across the diverse agricultural sectors, farm sizes, geographic regions and production practices in the state.

 

Projects are selected through a competitive application process.  Proposals are reviewed and ranked by active producers within the related agricultural sector, then brought before the board of directors for approval and funding amount decisions.  

 

All funded projects must include farmer participation in identifying needs, developing the project, implementing research or evaluation success.

 

In 2006, the Institute awarded approximately $3.5 million in grant funding to projects, including individualized business planning, cooperative marketing of dairy value-added products, development of value-added crop products, manure management, pest and weed control, managing English-as-second-language farm employees and more.

 

The New York Farm Viability Institute seeks producers for the following grant application review panels: fruit, vegetables, livestock, dairy, organic dairy, green industry and field crops.

 

Review panels are created as the volume of applications within that agricultural sector or commodity warrants them.

 

Review panels will meet, in person or via phone conference, this summer and fall.  

 

Applicants for review panels may be asked to participate in a selection interview.  For more information about becoming a grant review panelist, contact New York Farm Viability Institute at (315) 453-3823.

 

New York Farm Viability Institute is an independent, farmer-led nonprofit organization that directs and funds farm-level research to increase profits, reduce costs and other barriers, create jobs and encourage practical innovation on the farm.  The Institute is funded by the New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets.  Visit www.nyfarmviability.org. 
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