New York Alliance For Environmental Concerns

2007 NYS Legislative Session Wrap-Up

The NYS Legislature concluded its 2007 legislative session on June 22nd, marking an extremely productive year for the New York Alliance For Environmental Concerns (NYAFEC) in its efforts to protect and enhance the green industry in New York State.

January saw the inauguration of Governor Eliot Spitzer and the appointment of a new administration.  Even at this late date, the Spitzer Administration is still filling cabinet positions and several positions have not yet been filled.  However, the new DEC Commissioner, former Assemblyman Pete Grannis (Manhattan), was appointed and confirmed during the last week in March.  Several of his deputy commissioners come from the environmental advocacy community and the former Attorney General’s Office. A close ally of NYAFEC, Pat Hooker, was appointed Commissioner of the Department of Agriculture & Markets. 

There were many other changes in the Legislature this year.  Most notably, Assembly Environmental Conservation Chair Tom DiNapoli’s departure upon his appointment as NYS Comptroller opened up that committee’s leadership in February.  After several weeks, Assemblyman Robert Sweeney (Suffolk) was appointed by Assembly Speaker Silver to chair the committee.

On this year’s budget front, $175,000 was appropriated to continue the Turfgrass Environmental Stewardship Fund. Creation and continuation of this Fund has been one of the priority issues for NYAFEC and was featured at NYSTA’s annual Turfgrass Advocacy Day in Albany over the past few years.  Senator Catharine Young, who represents the 57th Senate District and is Chair of the Senate Agriculture Committee, was instrumental in securing this appropriation in the state budget in 2007.  The appropriation in this year’s budget will support environmental research that looks beyond the traditional agronomic aspects of turfgrass science and seeks to determine the influence of practices on the environment.  Preference will be given to research that will have a positive impact on the environment such as water quality protection methods, Integrated Pest Management that strives to reduce reliance on pesticides, and the development of biological control practices that enhance the ecological compatibility of turf systems.  The fund will also improve research and technology information dissemination and promote the value of turfgrass to the citizens of New York. NYAFEC and its members thank Senator Young and Assemblyman Bill Magee for their support of the Fund by fighting to have its funding included in this year’s budget and their recognition of the value of scientific research in discovering new methods to promote strong, healthy turf.
Also included in the state budget is $1 million for Cornell’s IPM Program, which funds proactive pest management research and education and $5 million for the New York Farm Viability Institute, a not-for-profit organization that will address barriers to the success and profitability of the green industry.

NYAFEC was very active on the legislative front, providing input to legislators on over 130 bills that have a positive or negative effect on the green industry.  

A.6662 (Sweeney)/S.2762 (Marcellino) sets licensing requirements for landscape irrigation contractors. NYAFEC opposed this bill, noting that small lawn care and landscape companies have neither the time, resources, personnel nor money to become certified for a service that is not their primary means of business, although it does add some value to their customer relationships. In addition, many of these companies have performed satisfactory work on sprinkler systems for years; however, there is no recognition of such experience in the bill. NYAFEC felt that the legislation imposes more licensing and recertification requirements (as well as additional fees and fines) on already overburdened small businesses in the professional lawn care and landscaping fields. Furthermore, unscrupulous irrigation companies will continue to operate under the radar, regardless of the new certification requirements and penalties. Thanks to vigorous lobbying efforts of NYAFEC members, the bill was defeated in the Assembly Economic Development Committee and remains in the Senate Rules Committee.
A.9027A (Sweeney)/S6117A (Marcellino):  Creates the New York Invasive Species Council.  The council created by this bill would be under the auspices of DEC.  The membership would be consistent with the Task Force established under Chapter 324 of the Laws of 2003.  The Council would be responsible for the development of a comprehensive plan for invasive species management, providing input on funding for invasive species control and management, and developing a four-tier classification list for non-native wildlife and plant species which would be the basis for recommendations of the Council for restrictions on the introduction of such species and penalties for such violations.  This bill passed both houses and is awaiting delivery to the Governor.

In addition, other bills were stalled that would have had a negative effect on the green course industry:

A.6045 (Englebright)/S.3206 (Lavalle): Prohibits the use of certain pesticides, characterized by various toxic properties, for commercial lawn application, golf course application, and residential application for ornamental purposes or turf pest control or for use by any state or local agency or school district for ornamental purposes or turf pest control. Both remain in Assembly and Senate Environmental Conservation Committees.

A.984 (Thiele); A.1145 (Brodsky)/S.3693 (Oppenheimer); A.986 (Thiele); A.2804 (Thiele): Each of these bills would empower local governments to enact their own pesticide use and notification laws. Neither made it out of its original committee.
A.5299 (Wright)/S.1560 (Marcellino): Enacts the Urban Pesticide Board to study and report on the application of pesticides in urban areas; requires alternative (IPM) pesticide training.  This bill passed the Assembly, but remains in the Senate Environmental Conservation Committee.

A.4961 (Alessi)/S.2789 (Lavalle): Requires notification of pesticide use on golf courses; requires the operator of any golf course upon which pesticides have been applied to post signs in the areas of the first and tenth tees stating the date of application and the trade names of all pesticides applied.  Both bills remain in their original committees.
A.817 (Englebright): Prohibits the use of lawn care pesticides on any daycare facility premises.  This bill remains in its original committee with no Senate sponsor this year.
A.6370 (Markey)/S.309 (Maltese):  Requires a golf course to provide and maintain on-site automated external defibrillators.  This bill remains in the Assembly Economic Development Committee and in Senate Rules.

Looking ahead into the second half of 2007, all eyes will be focused on upcoming special session of July 16th (and possibly additional special sessions) to conduct some unfinished business from the regularly scheduled legislative session.  Only big-ticket items will be discussed in July, such as New York City’s congestion pricing plan, Wicks Law reform, a healthy schools plan and a potential battle over campaign finance reform.  However, starting this summer, agencies like DEC will start to fill their new legal and enforcement staff positions funded by this year’s budget (109 positions agency-wide), and the green industry has been told that there may be some new and stronger enforcement initiatives directed at the industry next year.

For reasons like this and the next year’s elections of all 212 state legislators, NYAFEC was instrumental in forming GREENPAC, to further NYAFEC’s goal of being a more effective agent of the green industry across New York State. GREENPAC accomplishes this goal by supporting state and local elected officials, candidates for public office, state party organizations, and legislative campaign committees who support a strong, thriving green industry.

Personal contributions (up to $150,000) or corporate contributions (up to $5,000) can be made out to GREENPAC and sent to: GREENPAC, P.O. Box 90, Brewster, New York  10590 Attention: Michael Maffei, CGCS - Treasurer 

All questions and inquiries involving NYAFEC and GREENPAC should be directed to

NYAFEC@optonline.net   or  GREENPAC@optonline.net  

Attention: Larry Wilson - Chairman 

Please be assured that NYAFEC will remain intensely vigilant throughout the remainder of 2007 and beyond, as we work closely with elected officials and regulators to ensure that the green industry is not harmed, but enhanced by their actions in Albany.

