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HOLDS 2007 TURFGRASS ADVOCACY DAY
The New York State Turfgrass Association’s 2007 Turfgrass Advocacy Day took place at the Empire State Plaza in Albany, New York on Wednesday, February 7, 2007.  Following opening remarks, attendees were briefed on this year’s issues, which include restricting pesticide use/local regulation of pesticides; Turfgrass Environmental Stewardship Fund; New York Farm Viability Institute; and Supporting the Education Component of the Pesticide Applicator Program.  Legislative appointments took place from 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. where 54 participants had the opportunity to meet with the legislators who represent their districts.  The day ended with lunch and an address by Senator Elizabeth O’Connor Little, Chair of the Local Government Committee.  

Last year, the Turfgrass Environmental Stewardship Fund received a $175,000 legislative appropriation in the 2006-2007 New York State budget.  The money was distributed in the form of grants to the following researchers:  Dr. Daniel C. Peck, Cornell University – “Prospecting for Resistance to the Annual Bluegrass Weevil in Improved Cultivars of Poa annua”; Dr. Ping Wang and Dr. Daniel C. Peck, Cornell University – “Development of Molecular Techniques for Identification of Invasive Pest Crane Flies in Turfgrass”; Dr. A. Martin Petrovic – “Benefits of Turf: Reasons Why Pesticides and Fertilizers Applied to Turf are Not Just for Cosmetics.”  This year, Senator Catharine Young again pledged to support an appropriation of $175,000 for the Turfgrass Environmental Stewardship Fund.  
Many legislators also pledged continued support for the New York Farm Viability Institute (NYFVI), an independent, non-profit organization led by farmers and dedicated to serving agricultural producers regardless of enterprise, size of business or location in New York.  It supports applied research, education, information transfer, technology adoption and market analysis to reduce practical barriers to the success of farming enterprises. Last year, NYFVI received a 5 million dollar appropriation in the 2006-2007 budget.  Individual grants were funded covering all commodities in New York State agriculture.  These projects will help strengthen New York agriculture, keep farmland in production, and stimulate rural economic development based on agricultural innovation.
According to Michael Maffei, CGCS, President of the New York State Turfgrass Association, “the entire day was a success in that we had a group of very interested and educated attendees, some attending for the first time, who came to Albany to educate legislators on green industry issues.”  All of the issue papers, supporting bills, and the document, “Eleven Points To Effective Lobbying” can be found on the NYSTA web site, www.nysta.org, in the News/Government & Regulatory Issues section.

 The New York State Turfgrass Association is comprised of 1,800 green industry professionals who have joined together to share technology, promote environmental stewardship, support education, advance research and disseminate research findings.  For more information, please call Denise Lewis, Public Relations Coordinator, (518) 783-1229.  
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