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SARATOGA SPRINGS, NY… On Thursday, October 4, 2007, the New York State Turfgrass Association (NYSTA), in partnership with Cornell University, the New York State Association for Superintendents of School Buildings and Grounds, the New York State Recreation and Parks Society, the Sports Turf Managers of New York and Cornell Cooperative Extension, will present the Winning Fields Seminar at Skidmore College in Saratoga Springs, New York.  According to seminar co-chair, Robert Sanderson, “This seminar is especially vital for sports turf managers, facility operators, and grounds maintenance crews who want to maintain safe, high quality scholastic and municipal sports turf.  This outdoor, hands-on, educational program is an excellent learning opportunity because the small group format encourages interaction of the participants.”  


The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) is offering 5.25 pesticide recertification credits and the Sports Turf Managers Association (STMA) is offering .8 certified education units (CEU’s).  The on-site registration and trade show, located at the Castle Baseball Diamond, will begin at 7:00 a.m. Two separate educational tracks will be offered in the morning and in the afternoon.  On Wachenheim Field, experts from Sodexho Campus Services, Skidmore College and Watts Consulting LLC will teach participants about in-fill artificial turf including selection, installation, maintenance, grooming and equipment.  They will also review the advantages and disadvantages so that sports turf managers can make informed decisions when selecting an artificial turf field. 

For those interested in natural turfgrass fields, Cornell Cooperative Extension agents, David Chinery (Rensselaer County) and Sue Beebe (Saratoga County), will give a presentation at the Castle Baseball Diamond on how to keep sports turf in good condition while utilizing integrated pest management strategies.  Topics include the importance of understanding soil pH, fertilizer basics and how to diagnose and manage insect, disease and weed pests.  

A 10:15 a.m. break will give attendees an opportunity to visit the trade show.  The final morning session, “Getting the Most from Your Calibration Equipment,” will be presented at 11:00 a.m. by Dominic Morales, Professor and Dean in the Applied Sciences and Recreation Division at SUNY Delhi.  This will be followed by lunch and equipment demonstrations.

Afternoon sessions begin at 1:00 p.m. where participants can either learn about field renovation techniques from Professor Dominic Morales or attend a presentation by Joann Gruttadaurio, Executive Director of the Sports Turf Managers of New York, on “How to Identify Cool Season Grasses and Grassy Weeds.”

The Winning Fields registration form includes discounted seminar rates available for NYSTA members and attendees who join NYSTA with a 2008 membership.  Exhibitor and attendee registration forms must be submitted to the NYSTA office by September 27, 2007.  To take advantage of discounted room rates, contact the Roosevelt Inn & Suites by Wednesday, September 19, at 800-524-9147, and identify yourself as being with the New York State Turfgrass Association.  For more information or to obtain a seminar brochure, please call NYSTA at 
(518) 783-1229, fax (518) 783-1258 or e-mail nysta@nysta.org.  Information is also available on NYSTA’s website www.nysta.org.  
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