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THE EMPIRE STATE COUNCIL 

OF AGRICULTURAL ORGANIZATIONS
ELECTS NYSTA MEMBERS TO THE 2006 BOARD 
3/08/06
Schaghticoke, New York…The Empire State Council of Agricultural Organizations (CAO) recently elected its officers and directors for 2006.  CAO, which is comprised of 25 agriculture and food industry organizations, enables its members to develop a united effort on issues affecting the viability of agriculture/horticulture in New York State.  

Steve Griffen, co-owner of Saratoga Sod Farm, Inc. was elected CAO Chair.  Steve serves on the New York Farm Viability Institute board and works on Cornell University’s College of Agriculture and Life Science’s Horticultural Advisory Committee.  He is also a member and past president of the New York State Turfgrass Association (NYSTA), having served on the board for over ten years.


NYSTA President, Michael Maffei, CGCS, has been re-elected as Treasurer of CAO.  Maffei has been a Certified Golf Course Superintendent with Back O’Beyond Inc. since 1971.  He has served on the Board of Directors of the New York State Turfgrass Association since 1988.  He is also the current Treasurer for the New York Alliance for Environmental Concerns.

 Other CAO elected officers include Bruce Croucher, New York State Grange – Vice Chair; Bill Young, Upstate Farms Cooperative, Inc. – Secretary; Bill Pardee, New York State Seed Association – At Large; and Bruce Krupke, New York State Dairy Foods, Inc. – At Large.


CAO develops legislative recommendations annually.  This year’s priority issues include bringing together state, federal, academic and private resources to fund the New York Farm Viability Institute and strengthen the agricultural industry; maintaining state funding for important agricultural programs supported by CAO; and supporting alternative fuel initiatives including those related to ethanol, bio-diesel and wind energy.  The statements and recommendations are adopted unanimously by all 25 members who represent all facets of New York’s agriculture/horticulture industry.

The New York State Turfgrass Association is comprised of a group of green industry professionals who have joined together to share technology, promote environmental stewardship, support education, advance research and disseminate research findings.  For more information, please call Denise Lewis, Public Relations Coordinator, (518) 783-1229.                                      
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