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12/22/05
NEW YORK STATE TURFGRASS ASSOCIATION’S

CITATION OF MERIT AWARD

PRESENTED TO HORST POGGE
COLONIE, NY –The New York State Turfgrass Association, (NYSTA), presented the Citation of Merit award to Mr. Horst Pogge, Chairman of the Board of Grassland Equipment & Irrigation Corporation, Inc.  The award was presented on November 16, 2005, at the Empire State Green Industry Show in Rochester, New York.  Mr. Pogge was chosen to receive the Citation of Merit, NYSTA’s most prestigious award, because he has demonstrated all of the necessary criteria:  dedication to turfgrass research and education; involvement in and support of association activities; interest in promoting careers in the turfgrass industry; community involvement; and admiration and respect of peers and colleagues.  


Horst Pogge has a long-standing relationship with the New York State Turfgrass Association.  Horst, a German immigrant with an extensive agricultural background, has devoted much of his time and resources for the benefit of the green industry.  He has made major equipment donations to SUNY Cobleskill and SUNY Delhi and is a supporting member of many industry association programs, trade shows and golf tournaments.  
Mr. Pogge attended an agricultural college in Germany and later came to America in 1952.  He eventually became the owner of Grassland Equipment, which today is a multimillion dollar corporation that distributes residential and commercial turf care equipment.  He has been active in community groups and civic organizations including Friends of Pruyn House, the Greater Loudonville Association, the Town of Colonie Industrial Development Agency, and was also a founder of the Colonie Chamber of Commerce.  He is also a member of the Center for Economic Growth and a Trustee on the Board of the Albany Rural Cemetery Association.  Pogge is a past recipient of the Service Award by the Town of Colonie.    

The New York State Turfgrass Association is comprised of a group of individuals in the green industry who have joined together to share technology, promote environmental stewardship, support education, advance research and disseminate research findings.  For more information, please call Denise Lewis, Public Relations Coordinator, (518) 783-1229.
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