NYAFEC CONTINUES TO FIGHT FOR FAIR PESTICIDE POLICY  IN NEW YORK STATE

The New York Alliance For Environmental Concerns (NYAFEC), a not-for-profit association committed to advocating the environmental and economic benefits of a unified green industry, continues to make productive strides in Albany.

NYAFEC was formed amid the realization that the green industry would be more effective by joining separate environmental horticultural industry groups together to pursue common goals and interests. The purpose of NYAFEC is to unite the individual efforts of these organizations to better coordinate activities, to educate lawmakers, policymakers and the public, to serve as a clearinghouse of information, to pursue legislative goals and actively participate in the regulatory process, while promoting the many benefits derived from environmental horticulture in New York.

According to NYAFEC President Larry Wilson, “The success of the past three years lies in the persistence and commitment of our member associations and corporate supporters  to be involved in the legislative and regulatory process and to speak as a unified voice. But as the past has shown, the mood of the legislature can change quickly, so we will continue to strengthen our relationships.”

NYAFEC’s efforts worked to stall the momentum of the many bills that seek to restrict, limit or eliminate the use of chemicals to control pests by professionals and the general public. These bills, in various stages of consideration within the legislature, deal with almost every aspect of pesticide use. Measures that deal with tougher standards for the storage, restricted uses, and transportation of chemicals are under consideration, even a bill that would require us to maintain our application records for thirty (30) years (A3733).

In November 2003, The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation informed golf course industry representatives that provisions written into Title 10 lawn care environmental law to exempt golf courses was under review.  The NYSDEC examined the dictionary definition of “golf course” as greens, tees and fairways to make a case for the removal of these exemptions.  The New York State Turfgrass Association organized a delegation of golf course interests, including NYAFEC, the New York Golf Course Owners Association, the Metropolitan Golf Association, the Long Island Golf Course Superintendents Association, the Metropolitan Golf Association, the Long Island Golf Course Superintendents Association, and GCSAA to present the industry case to the NYSDEC.  Subsequent consultations between NYAFEC lobbyist Chris Revere of The Vandervort Group, key New York State legislators, and NYSDEC clarified the law’s intent to exempt golf courses and the matter was resolved in our favor in November 2004.

A bill that would create a State Urban Pesticide Board has passed in the Assembly. Among the most troubling aspects of this proposal are the details about how the board would be appointed. Although the industry would have token representation, every early indication points to a “stacked deck”, a board that would make recommendations on chemical use to lawmakers and regulators according to the opinions of those already predisposed to support additional restrictions.

The most threatening bills that have come back to be re-introduced from previous years are the bills to prohibit the so-called "aesthetic use" of pesticides on lawns, golf courses, parklands and playing fields; and authorization of local governments to enact pesticide laws. These two bills jeopardize the very existence of our industry in New York, and totally decimate the practice of Integrated Pest Management (I.P.M). The term “aesthetic use” is so vague and open to interpretation that the possibilities are frightening. The whole concept and idea of weed control in lawn care is a primary target here, effectively being totally eliminated, but restrictions and chemical disqualifications would certainly not stop there.

 

Just as dangerous is the bill that would allow local municipalities to enact their own pesticide legislation. Local governments could decree any restriction or ban outright any chemical use that suited them, even if only for political reasons. Presently the entire State Legislature must pass pesticide legislation and the Governor must sign on. Local governments could now pass their own laws at will, the consequences apparent if this bill should ever pass are devastating in a state like New York where political pressures have already created momentum to ban the use of pesticides.

Additionally, NYAFEC is supporting legislation to enable safety compliant commercial vehicles to spend less time at vehicle checkpoints and fully supports The N.Y. Farm Viability Institute which awards privately/publicly funded grants that ultimately enhance the competitiveness of N.Y.S. agriculture as well as other segments of the “green industry”.

NYAFEC’s members and supporters are represented in Albany by Chris Revere and The Vandervort Group, long established lobbyists with many clients interested in environmental issues. 

NYAFEC members currently include: the Nassau/Suffolk Landscape Gardeners Association, NYS Lawn Care Association, NYS Nursery/Landscape Association, NYS Turfgrass Association (NYSTA), Professional Lawn Care Association of America, Professional Landscape Association of Rockland County, Metropolitan Golf Course Superintendents Association, Hudson Valley GCSA, Northeastern GCSA, Finger Lakes Association of Golf Course Superintendents, The Long Island GCSA, and The New York Agricultural Aviation Association. The New York Alliance also draws significant support from member firms that recognize the dangers inherent in proposed legislation for the industry here.  Collectively, NYAFEC membership organizations represent approximately 4,000 green industry professionals.

A major corporate sponsor with customers throughout the state and a long history of industry advocacy, Daniel Van Starrenburg, President of SavaTree/SavaLawn recently summed up  “NYAFEC is involved in every issue that affects the practice of Integrated Pest Management in New York. They have consistently shown their ability to influence decisions favorable to our industry and a very effective system of communicating vital information and news to all corners of the state as it happens”.  

The New York Alliance For Environmental Concerns can be reached by e-mail at

NYAFEC@optonline.net  or by mail at P.O. Box 413, Tuckahoe, N.Y.  10707   or

by telephone at 914-476-3200.

---------OPTIONAL FOR CIRULATION AT TRADE SHOWS: 

CONTIBUTIONS OF ANY DENOMINATION ARE DEEPLY APPRECIATED AND WILL BE INDIVIDUALLY ACKNOWLEDGED. CONTRIBUTORS WITH E-MAIL, OF $300 OR MORE WILL BE GRANTED ACCESS TO ALL INDUSTRY NEWS AND CORRESPONDENCE AS IT HAPPENS. 

ALL CONTRIBUTIONS SHOULD BE MADE PAYABLE TO:

NEW YORK ALLIANCE FOR ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS

And mailed to:

Mr. Mike Maffei – Treasurer

c/o Back O’Beyond

233 Federal Hill Road

Brewster, New York  10509 

