The following are amendments to the Draft Legislative: Statutory / Regulatory & Possible DEC Policy guidelines Report for New York’s Green Industry dated November 9, 2003
Issue 3 – Updated
The Green Industry anticipates an all new Title 10 Program Policy guideline from the NYSDEC. The State Environmental Board approved a final regulation in July that included a new Section 325.40 (added to existing Part 325) and two revised definitions in Subdivisions 325.1(s) and 325.1(be); New Section 325.40 containing requirements regarding commercial lawn care for: Contracts for services; visual notification markers, and pesticide product labels to be supplied by certified applicators. The rule’s effective date is January 1, 2004. A September 8, 2003 letter by the Director, Division of Solid & Hazardous Materials stated the August 13, 2003 published rule (6 NYCRR Part 325) supercedes any correspondence on ECL Titles 33-1001 and 1003. The rule supercedes a "current guidance document" issued March 1995 that had included an option for an informed waiver of the date specification of "Commercial lawn care application."
"All new and substantively revised Program Policies must be published in the ENB for public review and comment". (The Environmental Notice Bulletin ENB is no longer published but found on the web at http://www.dec.state.ny.us/website/enb/.) A new Title 10 Program Policy guideline is likely within a few months. The DEC has reviewed a DRAFT SAMPLE Commercial Lawn Application Contract to better help industry visualize the contract requirements. This sample is attached to this report. Also Attached is a second DRAFT SAMPLE Commercial Lawn Application Specification and Contract. The second draft includes aids for specifications in the contract and is for Industry discussion as we await the publishing by the DEC of Policy Guidelines and any FINAL SAMPLE contract. The optional specifications sampled and referenced are intended to assist pesticide applicators to comply with federal label use; to use pesticides currently registered in NY; and communicate more clearly to the owner of property the intentions of the registered business to control pest problems in NY. 
Issue 8 - Updated
The Department of Agriculture and Markets published its EMERGENCY RULE MAKING on November 26, 2003 for the Pine Shoot Beetle Quarantine. The rule amends the pine shoot beetle quarantine in section 131.1 of 1 NYCRR by extending that quarantine to the counties of Albany, Broome, Cayuga, Chemung, Chenango, Cortland, Delaware, Franklin, Fulton, Greene, Hamilton, Herkimer, Jefferson, Lewis, Madison, Montgomery, Onieda, Onondaga, Otsego, Saratoga, Schecnectady, Schoharie, St. Lawrence, Schuyler, Seneca, Steuben, Tioga, Tompkins, Wayne and Yates. The rule also refers to Federal Reg. &CFR sec 301.50 through 301.50-10 rev. January 1, 2003.
Issue 10 –New for 2004
NYS Turfgrass Association Annual Lobby Day
February 3, 2004
Empire State Plaza Concourse
Albany, New York
NYSTA extends a complimentary offer to all its members, a day in Albany. Lobby day offers a priority issue briefing session to inform you about current legislation that could affect the turfgrass and green industry, legislative appointments with your local elected officials, and a luncheon with a legislator. Join NYSTA in Albany and have your chance to be heard. Please contact Jill Cyr for more information at jill@nysta.org or (800) 873-8873 or (518) 783-1229, or return the attached registration form.
If Interested: Non-members may also call the above numbers. Ask about Priority Issues now being drafted.
 

 

Issue 11 & 12 - Updated
The Empire State Council of Agricultural Organizations (CAO) held there annual meeting yesterday, January 9, 2004 and approved Legislative Recommendations and Policy Statements for their 2004 activities. A few highlights of interest:
1. CAO seeks support for establishing the New York Farm Viability (FVI) Institute in State Law. The recommendation includes (7) specific tenets for authorizing legislation. 

2. CAO recommends adequate resources be provided for the Plant Industry Program to establish Taxonomic and Diagnostic Support to assist timely establishment of pest management priorities. 

3. Concerning Pest Control Products CAO recommends the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation adopt program policy guidelines consistent with good industry practice. 

4. CAO recommends NYS Department of Environmental Conservation implement and enforce Phase II Stormwater Regulation Guidelines but that no other local authority establish standards without scientific basis such as phosphorus use restrictions. 

5. CAO recommends that local law enforcement agencies conducting roadside inspections in cooperation with NYSDOT be encouraged to use identification stickers as a sign for a vehicle’s record of roadside inspection and compliance. 

6. CAO recommends support for comprehensive farm labor legislation (AGJOBS BILL) to provide for reform of the H-2A Temporary Guest Worker Program and Adjustment of legal status for undocumented farm workers in the United States. (CAO has sample letters for your Senator or House Representative if you care to help influence the passage of House bill 3142 and Senate bill 1645.)
The complete policy document will be published and available in time for the CAO March 23 Lobby Day. CAO Priority issues in 2004 will be the New York farm Viability Institute, Support for existing agriculture programs and the Farm Labor issue. 
Steve Griffen and Mike Maffei of the NYS Turfgrass Association have been elected to the CAO Steering Committee. 
