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NEW YORK STATE TURFGRASS ASSOCIATION

HOLDS TURFGRASS ADVOCACY 2004 

Turfgrass Advocacy 2004, New York State Turfgrass Association's Lobby Day event, took place on Tuesday, February 3, 2004.  The day began with an association breakfast while Jeff Williams, representing the New York Farm Bureau, presented "How to be Effective Citizen Advocates."     Frank Gasperini, Director of State Issues with RISE, (Responsible Industry for a Sound Environment), presented “The National Perspective.”


NYSTA past president, Steve Griffen, discussed bill number A.4105 (DiNapoli)/ S.1797 (LaValle) which restricts pesticide use.  The bill prohibits the use of certain pesticides for commercial lawn and golf course applications.  It would also restrict applications for ornamental purposes or turf pest control by homeowners, state and local agencies, and school districts.  NYSTA's position is that sound science should be the basis for environmental legislation and regulation.  

Steve also presented “The Turfgrass Environmental Stewardship Fund.”  With close to two million acres in the state covered with turfgrass, this industry contributes an estimated four billion dollars annually to the state’s economy.  Quality turfgrass provides many environmental and recreational benefits to New Yorkers.  NYSTA recommends a $175,000 line item be included in the State budget to support the Turfgrass Environmental Stewardship Fund.


Chris Revere, lobbyist for the New York Alliance for Environmental Concerns, reviewed bill number A.1110-c (Wright, et. al.)/S.2095-b (Marcellino) which would create within the Department of Environmental Conservation a ten-member State Urban Pesticide Board primarily to examine patterns of pesticide use in urban areas; examine the illegal use and sale of pesticides; and make recommendations to 
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the Governor and state legislature.   NYSTA’s view is that enforcement problems are currently regulated by existing laws.  NYSTA would prefer to see the DEC direct its limited financial and staff resources toward expediting applicator licensing services and approvals, updating training manuals for certification and re-certification, and continuing the development of Integrated Pest Management, through a legislative allocation of $350,000 for the Community IPM Program in the state budget.  


Michael Maffei, CGCS, Back O’Beyond, Inc., discussed “DOT and Law Enforcement Vehicle Inspections.”  NYSTA believes that local enforcement agencies should be required to issue and honor the safety inspection decal of the Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance (CVSA).  One of the goals of CVSA is to reduce fatalities, injuries, and incidents by improving safety compliance of commercial vehicle operations through reciprocal standards, practices, and enforcement throughout North America.  NYSTA supports legislation that requires NYS DOT inspectors to issue the CVSA sticker after a satisfactory inspection, and requires local law enforcement to honor the CVSA decal unless the vehicle has a noticeable defect.


After the issue papers were presented, attendees met with their Senators and Assembly members.  They had the opportunity to discuss issues of concern, inform policy makers of the impact of environmental legislation, and report on research findings pertinent to the turfgrass industry.


This year's Turfgrass Advocacy 2004 was a resounding success.  All who attended felt privileged to have had the opportunity to work with legislators toward the goal of educating lawmakers and achieving sound environmental policies.  

The New York State Turfgrass Association is comprised of 1,800 green industry professionals who have joined together to share technology, promote environmental stewardship, support education, advance research and disseminate research findings.  For more information, please call Denise Lewis, Public Relations Coordinator, (518) 783-1229.
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