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NYSTA HOLDS 5TH ANNUAL COLLEGIATE

TURF BOWL COMPETITION

SYRACUSE, NY –The New York State Turfgrass Association (NYSTA) held its 5th annual Collegiate Turf Bowl Competition at the Turf and Grounds Exposition in Syracuse, New York.  The competition is designed to test the knowledge of college-level students in turfgrass management programs.  A hands-on session examined the student’s knowledge of turfgrass species, weed, insect and disease identification with live and preserved specimens.  A written exam tested general turfgrass knowledge, and a team question posed a mathematics and management challenge.  


Students from SUNY Cobleskill and SUNY Delhi competed in the competition.  Three teams of students in two-year programs and four teams of students in four-year programs were represented.  Charles DeCerce of Mechanicville Country Club and David Chinery of Cornell Cooperative Extension of Rensselaer County conducted this year’s Turf Bowl event, with guidance from Steve Griffen of Saratoga Sod Farm, Inc.  High-scoring teams and individuals were recognized with cash prizes, ribbons, a 1-year student membership to NYSTA, Turf Bowl trophies, and the honor of taking back to school the gleaming silver Turf Bowl.


SUNY Cobleskill won the two-year and the four-year program competition.  Members of the two-year team were Dustin Wolfe, David Cotterill, Brett Seiler, and Stephen Feuz, while the four-year team consisted of Jeffrey Madison, Adam Hunter, Ethan Henderson, and Dan Rogers.


All top three winners in both the two and four year individual competition received a complimentary one-year student membership.  First place winners received $300, second place winners received $200, and third place winners received $100.  The two-year individual winners from SUNY Cobleskill were Brett Seiler - first place and David Cotterill – second place.  The third place winner from SUNY Delhi was R. Pete Charles.

In the four-year individual competition, all of the winners were from SUNY Cobleskill:  Jeffrey Madison took first place, Ethan Henderson placed second and Greg Cormier won third place.  NYSTA would like to congratulate all of the winners.


The New York State Turfgrass Association is a group of individuals in the green industry who have joined together to share technology, promote environmental stewardship, support education, advance research and disseminate research findings.  For more information, please call Denise Lewis, Public Relations Coordinator, (518) 783-1229.
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