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NEW YORK STATE TURFGRASS ASSOCIATION

HOLDS TURFGRASS ADVOCACY 2003

Turfgrass Advocacy 2003, the New York State Turfgrass Association's Lobby Day event, took place on Tuesday, February 4, 2003.  The day began with an association breakfast while Chris Revere, the lobbyist for the New York Alliance for Environmental Concerns, and Jeff Williams, representing the New York Farm Bureau, presented "How to be Effective Citizen Advocates."  


This was followed by a review of the issues and advocacy strategies to better prepare members for their meetings with the legislators.  An overview of the Community Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Program was presented by Dr. Jennifer Grant, Assistant Director of the New York State IPM Program and Coordinator of Community IPM at Cornell University.  This program addresses pest problems where people live, learn, work, and play, using methods that pose minimal risk to human health and the environment.


Chris Revere discussed the aesthetic use of pesticides and local pesticide regulation ordinances. NYSTA's position is that sound science should be the basis for environmental legislation and regulation.


Bob Smith, Chairman of the Empire State Council of Agricultural Organizations, reviewed the status of the New York Farm Viability Institute.  NYSTA recommends the establishment of the New York Farm Viability Institute to serve as a focal point for efforts to expand New York's agriculture, horticulture, and food industries. 


After the issue papers were presented to the Turfgrass Advocacy attendees, members met with their Senators and Assembly members.  Appointments were scheduled from 9:15 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. with 18 Senators and 32 Assembly members representing almost every county in New York State.  NYSTA members had the opportunity to discuss issues of concern, inform policy makers of the impact of environmental legislation, and report on research findings pertinent to the green industry.

Following the legislative appointments, association members gathered for lunch and a keynote presentation by Assemblymember David Koon, Vice-Chair of the Legislative Commission on Toxic Substances and Hazardous Wastes.  NYSTA members were in agreement with his opinions including his support of a state pesticide registry, increased education of pesticide applicators, and the employment of professionals for pesticide applications rather than homeowners doing it themselves.  They were extremely gratified to hear that he was willing to base his opinions on scientific data and research-based knowledge.


This year's 2003 Turfgrass Advocacy was a resounding success.  All who attended felt privileged to have had the opportunity to work with the legislators toward the goal of educating lawmakers and achieving sound environmental policies.  


The New York State Turfgrass Association is a group of individuals in the green industry who have joined together to share technology, promote environmental stewardship, support education, advance research and disseminate research findings.  For more information, please call Denise Lewis, Public Relations Coordinator, (518) 783-1229.
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