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NYSTA ELECTS 2003 OFFICERS

2/19/03

Syracuse, New York…The New York State Turfgrass Association (NYSTA) elected its 2003 officers and directors at the annual meeting held during the Turf & Grounds Exposition in Syracuse, New York.  


Mr. Steve Griffen, co-owner of Saratoga Sod Farm in Stillwater, New York, was elected president of NYSTA for 2003.  Mr. Griffen has been instrumental in garnering support for the development of the New York Turfgrass Industry Survey, an economic impact study conducted by the New York Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) in cooperation with the Department of Agriculture and Markets, NYSTA and Cornell University.  The survey will verify the industry as a solid contributor to New York’s economy by providing the economic value of turf, related products, and service and maintenance expenditures.  Griffen also represents NYSTA on the Council of Agricultural Organizations and serves on NYSTA’s Communications, Government Relations, Trade Show, Grant Review, Long-Range Planning, and Turf Bowl committees.


Jim Hornung, Sr., owner of Elbers Landscaping Service, Inc. located in Buffalo, New York, will serve as Vice President of NYSTA for 2003.  Hornung has been instrumental in developing the Western Regional Conference, an annual NYSTA conference held in Buffalo, New York, and serves on that committee.  He also serves on the Education, Finance, Government Relations, Trade Show, Long Range Planning, and Grant Review committees.


The 2003 Secretary/Treasurer is James Diermeier, CGM, Reader’s Digest Association of Pleasantville, New York.  Mr. Diermeier is the Chair of NYSTA’s Education Committee and has worked diligently to develop outstanding educational programs for the Turf & Grounds Exposition and other regional conferences. Diermeier also serves on the Communications, Web Site, Finance, Nomination, and Grant Review committees.

Newly elected At Large board members serving a three-year term include Dr. Norman Hummel, President of Hummel & Co., Owen Regan, President of A T Sales Associates, LTD, and Michael Maffei, CGCS, of Back O’Beyond, Inc.  Past President, John Rizza, CGCS, E/T Equipment Company, will maintain an active position on the Board of Directors.  

The New York State Turfgrass Association is a group of individuals in the green industry who have joined together to share technology, promote environmental stewardship, support education, advance research and disseminate research findings.  For more information, please call Denise Lewis, Public Relations Coordinator, (518) 783-1229.                                                                            ###

dl2003BODrel021903.doc

