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2009 Empire State Green Industry Show – Speaker Bios

​​John Ball, Ph.D.


Dr. John Ball is a Professor of Forestry at South Dakota State University in Brookings with a split appointment in teaching and forestry extension.  He has been at the university since 1991 and also serves as the campus arborist.  


John has a Ph.D. in Urban Forestry and a Master of Science degree in Forest Entomology from Michigan State University.  He has also earned a Bachelor of Science degree with honors in Forest Management from Michigan Technological University.


John has published articles on tree care, worker safety and transplanting techniques in more than 120 publications including American Nurserymen, Arborist News, Grounds Maintenance, Journal of Arboriculture, Journal of Environmental Horticulture, Journal of Forestry, HortScience and Plant Disease Reporter.  


John recently completed a second term on the National Urban and Community Forestry Advisory Council.

Nina Bassuk, Ph.D.


Dr. Nina Bassuk obtained her Ph.D. in Horticulture from the University of London, UK and is currently a professor and program leader of the Urban Horticulture Institute at Cornell University. She is also co-chair of the Community Forestry Work Team and sits on the board of the New York State Urban Forestry Council.  She is co- author of “Trees in the Urban Landscape,” a text for landscape architect and horticultural practitioners on establishing trees in disturbed and urban landscapes. A native New Yorker, Nina's current work focuses on the physiological problems of plants growing in urban environments, including improved plant selections for difficult sites, and improved transplanting technology.  She works closely with municipalities to help implement best practices in urban forestry management and developed the Student Weekend Arborist Team to inventory public trees in small communities in New York State.  Nina was recently awarded the Scott Medal for Horticulture.

Rex Bastian, Ph.D.


Dr. Rex Bastian is the Vice President of Field Education and Development with The Care of Trees, Inc., where he has been employed for the past 20 years.  His current position focuses on education and training, safe work practices, public relations and diagnostics.  


Dr. Bastian received his Ph.D. in Entomology from Iowa State University.  He is an International Society of Arboriculture Board Certified Master Arborist and served as the 1996 President of the Illinois Arborist Association.  He currently serves as Vice-Chair of the ISA Board Certified Arborist Test Committee.

 
Dr. Bastian will give a demonstration on tree pruning including crown cleaning, crown thinning, crown reduction and subordinate pruning. 

Jeff Carlson, CGCS


Jeff Carlson is the Superintendent of Vineyard Golf Club, a private 18-hole course located on the island of Martha’s Vineyard.  Prior to his duties as Superintendent, he was part of the permitting team that received approval to construct Vineyard Golf Club, one of the first organically conceived, constructed and maintained golf courses in the United States. He received a Bachelor of Arts degree in English Literature from Drew University and an Associate Degree in Turfgrass Science from the Stockbridge School of Agriculture. Throughout his career, Jeff has worked at a variety of golf clubs as a golf course superintendent, construction superintendent and construction consultant.  In 1998, he formed a golf course consulting company called Wild Side Consulting Inc., specializing in permitting, land planning and environmental management for golf courses and private estates.  Jeff is a 21-year certified member of the Golf Course Superintendent’s Association of America.  He has won numerous awards including the Environmental Steward Award, National Winner, for Widow’s Walk Golf Course; Environmental Leader in Golf National Winner for Vineyard Golf Club and the 2008 President’s Award for Environmental Stewardship.

David Cook


David Cook is the Sales and Marketing Manager for Innovative Municipal U.S., Inc., a supplier and distributor of de-icing materials on the eastern seaboard.  He has 11 years of experience in the winter maintenance industry including new product development, chemistry, applications, testing, and sales and marketing.  David specializes in applications for bagged and bulk winter products, and provides strategies for de-icing or anti-icing using liquids or dry chemicals.  He has traveled extensively throughout North America and Europe teaching new concepts for snow fighting technology.

Art DeGaetano, Ph.D.



Dr. Art DeGaetano is a Professor in the Department of Earth and Atmospheric Sciences at Cornell University.  He is also the director of the federally-supported Northeast Regional Climate Center (NRCC) and Associate Chair of Earth and Atmospheric Science (EAS).  The NRCC’s mission is to enhance the use and dissemination of climate information to a wide variety of sectors in the Northeast.  Dr. DeGaetano serves as an editor for the American Meteorological Society Journal of Applied Meteorology and Climatology.  He has been at Cornell since 1991 serving as the center’s Research Climatologist until 2001.  Prior to his arrival at Cornell, Dr. DeGaetano was an Assistant Professor in the Meteorology Department at the South Dakota School of Mines and Technology in Rapid City.  He received an interdisciplinary Ph.D. focusing on Climatology and Horticulture from Rutgers University in 1989.
James Diermeier, CGM/CNP


James Diermeier is the Associate Director of Outdoor Gardens and Home Gardening at The New York Botanical Garden.  Jim served as President of the New York State Turfgrass Association in 2005 and is co-chair of the Empire State Green Industry Show Education Committee, working to develop outstanding educational programs for green industry professionals.


Jim has over 25 years of professional experience in horticulture, grounds and athletic field maintenance, landscape design and construction.  He is a New York State Certified Nursery Professional with the New York State Nursery and Landscape Association and a Certified Grounds Manager with the Professional Grounds Management Society.

Brian Eshenaur


Brian Eshenaur is the Western New York Ornamental IPM Specialist for Cornell's Integrated Pest Management Program.  Brian earned his Bachelor of Science degree in horticulture from Delaware Valley College and a Master of Science degree in plant pathology from North Carolina State University.

Kenneth Finch


Kenneth Finch is a Utility Vegetation Management Consultant with 36 years of experience.  Previously, he was the Director of System Forestry for Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation.  Kenneth specializes in contracting issues as well as the labor and safety issues associated with line clearance tree trimming. He has an Associate in Applied Sciences degree in Pre-professional Forestry from Paul Smith’s College and a Bachelor of Science degree in Resource Management from the New York State College of Environmental Science and Forestry at Syracuse.  


Kenneth is an International Society of Arboriculture Certified Arborist. He has served on the Executive Board of Directors for the New York State Urban and Community Forestry Advisory Council and chaired the Utility Arborists Association Training and Education Committee.  He also served on the Executive Committee of Utility Arborists Association and was a member of the steering committee for the 8th International Right-of Way Vegetation Management Symposium.  Under his leadership, Niagara Mohawk was the recipient of the Project Habitat and Vistas awards for “Best Right-of Way Management Practices” and the National Arbor Day “Tree Line USA Utility” Award.  Kenneth has been a frequent speaker before industry groups sharing information on his research investigations into tree caused outages and momentary interruptions on the distribution system. 

Ronald Gardner


Ronald Gardner is a Senior Extension Associate in the Pesticide Management Education Program at Cornell University.  His primary responsibilities include the education of New York’s private and commercial pesticide applicators.  He has degrees in Public Health, Environmental Health and Entomology.

Ron is a Past President of the New York State Association of Milk and Food Sanitarians and Chairman of the Northeast Pesticide Coordinators.  He is also a member of the American Association of Pesticide Safety Educators and the Entomological Society of America.

Jennifer Grant, Ph.D.


Dr. Jennifer Grant is an Assistant Director of the New York State IPM Program and Coordinator of Community IPM at Cornell University.  She received a Ph.D. in Entomology from Cornell University and holds Master and Bachelor degrees from the University of Vermont. 

Jennifer’s specialty is researching low-impact pest management practices for turfgrass. Her work in New York State includes designing Integrated Pest Management programs for golf course, institutional and residential turfgrass.  


Jennifer has conducted applied research on golf course scouting, 
biological control of turfgrass insects and diseases, and scarab grub monitoring in turf.  Her research projects have included investigating non-chemical golf course maintenance, alternative management of school grounds, and the effects of organic topdressing on athletic fields.

Edward Hanbach


Edward Hanbach has 29 years of experience in the pesticide field.  He started as a Pesticide Specialist with the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation in 1978.  In 1982, he became the Manager of the Rochester branch of Abalene/Orkin Pest Control.
 
Ed returned to the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation in 1990.   He is a Pesticide Specialist II in the Region 8 Bath office and the Regional Pesticide Program Supervisor.  His present duties include performing inspections of manufacturers, distributors, dealers and applicators.

Rick Harper


Rick Harper is the IPM Extension Resource Educator at Cornell University Cooperative Extension in Westchester County.  He received his Master of Science degree in Entomology from the University of Nebraska and Bachelor of Environmental Studies and Forestry degree from Lakehead University in Thunder Bay, Ontario, Canada.  He is a Connecticut State Licensed Arborist and a Certified Arborist with the International Society of Arboriculture.  His work responsibilities include extension and applied research of environmentally responsible pest management strategies for trees, shrubs and turf.

Gregory Hoover, Ph.D.


Dr. Gregory Hoover is an Ornamental Extension Entomologist at Pennsylvania State University.  For nearly 20 years, he has been responsible for the woody ornamental entomology extension program in the Department of Entomology.  Dr. Hoover serves as a member of the University Tree Commission at the University Park campus and teaches the course, Arthropod Pests of Woody Ornamentals. He provides guest lectures in undergraduate and graduate courses in the Departments of Entomology, Horticulture and the School of Forest Resources.  Dr. Hoover has also presented over 750 extension programs and workshops in Pennsylvania and surrounding northeastern states. He has served as a Forest Entomologist with the Pennsylvania Bureau of Forestry for 7 years. 
Jim Hornung, Jr., CSP


Jim Hornung, Jr. is the Vice President of Elbers Landscape Service, Inc. and Great Lakes Athletic Fields.  Both companies are family-owned businesses established in 1919 and 2003 respectively.  Jim received a Bachelor of Science degree in Business Administration from Canisius College in Buffalo.  He is a Certified Snow and Ice Professional and Certified Nursery and Landscape Professional.  Jim has worked in the landscape and snow removal industry for over 13 years and currently manages 15 full-time staff and up to 45 seasonal employees.      

George Hudler, Ph.D.


Dr. George Hudler holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Forest Management and a Master of Science degree 
in Plant Pathology from the University of Minnesota.  
He received his Ph.D. from Colorado State University in 1976 and joined the faculty at Cornell University.  In 2004, he became Chair of Cornell’s Department of Plant Pathology and Director of the Northeast Plant Diagnostic Network.


Dr. Hudler also conducts active outreach and research programs in the area of tree pathology, including the publication of a bi-weekly pest management newsletter, BRANCHING OUT.  He has received the Award of Merit and the Distinguished Arborist Award from the New York State Arborists Association, the Innovative Teaching Award and the Professor of Merit Award from Cornell University’s College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, the Excellence in Teaching Award from the American Phytopathological Society, the SUNY Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in Teaching, and the USDA Northeast Region Award for Teaching Excellence.

Rick Kier, CNP, CSP


Rick Kier is the President and Owner of Pro Scapes Inc., a grounds maintenance company located in Syracuse, New York.  He has been a professional snow removal contractor for 30 years in a metropolitan area where winters with over 150” of snow are common.  His company offers landscape maintenance services during the spring, summer and fall seasons.    


Rick earned Associate degrees from Alfred and Morrisville State Colleges while running his company, and was chosen as the Young Entrepreneur of the Year in Syracuse in 1991.  He is a founding board member of the Snow and Ice Management Association (SIMA), and served on the board of directors for ten years.  Rick has been a Certified Snow and Ice Professional (CSP) since 2001 and is also a Certified Nursery and Landscape Professional (CNP).   He has written and contributed to articles published in a variety of trade publications including Snow Business Magazine, Lawn and Landscape Magazine, and Landscape Management magazine.  He often lectures about snow and ice risk management around the country and has been featured on several local TV newscasts for his company’s snow removal efforts.  In addition, he provides mentoring to new snow and ice contractors across the United States and Canada.

Carolyn Klass


Carolyn Klass is a Senior Extension Associate in the Entomology 
Department at Cornell’s College of Agriculture and Life Sciences. She has been involved in extension activities at Cornell  University for nearly 35 years. Carolyn is the 2003 recipient of the Excellence 
in IPM Award and is a member of the Entomological Society of  America. 

Bradley Klein


Bradley Klein is a longtime architecture editor of Golfweek, where he runs the publication’s national course ranking system.  A former PGA Tour caddie, he holds a Ph.D. in political science and enjoyed a distinguished academic career for 14 years before retiring to devote himself fulltime to golf writing.  He has written five books on golf design, including “Building Sebonack” in 2006 and the definitive biography, “Discovering Donald Ross,” and winner of the 2001 USGA International Book Award.  He is currently a design consultant on the fourth course at Bandon Dunes in Oregon.

Steve LeGros


Steve LeGros is the Mid Atlantic Sports Field Consultant for Turf & dirt Inc., and has over 22 years of experience in the industry.  He began his career working in golf course maintenance and has held sports turf management positions at Hersheypark Stadium, the University of New Hampshire and Paetec Park Stadium.  


Steve has managed, constructed and renovated natural grass sports fields, and overseen the construction and maintenance of synthetic athletic field systems.  He has provided consulting services to all levels of athletic field organizations including the Philadelphia Eagles, Philadelphia Phillies and the Pittsburgh Steelers.


Steve is the past Vice President of the Keystone Athletic Field Managers Organization.  He received the Professional Soccer Field of the Year Award for his work at Hersheypark Stadium and the Dick Ericson Award by the Sports Turf Managers Association for raising the level of professionalism in the sports turf industry.

Adam Moeller


Adam Moeller is an agronomist in the Northeast Region of the USGA Green Section and has held the position since April of 2008.  He attended the University of Wisconsin in Madison where he received  a Bachelor of Science degree in Horticulture with special emphasis in turfgrass management.  Adam also received a Master of Science degree in Agronomy from Purdue University conducting research on several areas of turfgrass management. He has worked on several notable golf courses in Wisconsin, including Blackwolf Run/Whistling Straits in Kohler and Blackhawk Country Club in Madison. 

Dave Moody


Dave Moody is currently pursuing a Ph.D. in Horticulture from Cornell University studying under the direction of Dr. Frank Rossi.  
His research projects focus on the potassium fertility of turfgrasses.  Dave graduated from St. Michael’s College with a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology.  He received a Master of Science degree in Soil Science from Penn State University researching how USGA  rootzone amendments affect soil water repellency development under varying irrigation regimes. Dave also has experience 
working on the grounds crew at Portland Country Club in Maine.
Donna Moramarco, CNLP


Donna Moramarco is the Horticulturist and Education Director for Martin Viette Nurseries located in East Norwich, New York - a large, independent garden center on the North Shore of Long Island. Her prior work experience includes 22 years as a consumer/commercial horticulture agent for Cornell University Cooperative Extension. Donna is the immediate past-president of the Long Island Nursery and Landscape Association and incoming president for the New York State Nursery and Landscape Association for 2009.

Michael Nierenberg


Michael Nierenberg has been a Pesticide Control Specialist with the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation for 23 years.  Before joining the DEC, Mike was employed for ten years in the pest control industry on Long Island and in Buffalo, New York.  Mike received an Associate in Applied Sciences degree in Pest Control Technology from the State University of New York at Farmingdale.

Chuck O’Neill


Charles O’Neill is a Senior Extension Associate and Director at the National Aquatic Nuisance Species Clearinghouse, part of the New York Sea Grant.  He leads the New York Sea Grant’s aquatic invasive species programming and the Great Lakes shoreline erosion, erosion control and physical resource management programs.

Jim Ochterski


Jim Ochterski owns and operates Progressive Pond Consulting, a private consulting business based in Farmington, New York.  He has visited hundreds of ponds in Upstate New York to assess the water quality, help manage weedy conditions, and diagnose a wide range of troubles on behalf of pond owners.  Jim is the lead author of “The Pond Guidebook,” published in October 2007 by the Natural Resource, Agriculture, and Engineering Service with contributing authors Bryan Swistock, Clifford Kraft, and Rebecca Schneider.  He received a Bachelor of Science degree in Cell Biology from the University of Rochester and a Master of Science degree in Natural Resources and Rural Landscape Planning from the University of Michigan.  He worked for Cornell Cooperative Extension for ten years, focusing on agricultural and natural resources issues.  Jim has reviewed and authored several Cornell Cooperative Extension bulletins on challenges ranging from pond structure development and weed eradication to commercial farm pond management.

Daniel Peck, Ph.D.  


Since 2003, Dr. Daniel Peck has been an Assistant Professor in the Department of Entomology at Cornell University’s New York State Experiment Station in Geneva, New York. His main focus is on soil insect ecology and turfgrass entomology.

 
Previously, Dan was a Post-Doctoral Fellow and Senior Research Fellow at the International Center for Tropical Agriculture in Cali, Colombia, South America. There he conducted research over six years as an insect ecologist with the Tropical Forages Program and the Integrated Pest Management Program.  


He has a Bachelor of Science degree in Entomology and Zoology from the University of Wisconsin and a Ph.D. in Entomology from Cornell University.

Marty Petrovic, Ph.D.


Dr. Marty Petrovic is a Professor of Turfgrass Science at Cornell University. He received his Ph.D. from Michigan State University in 1979. Dr. Petrovic specializes in turfgrass and golf course management and has published over 200 articles in scientific journals and trade publications.  His areas of research include environmental impact and management, soil amendments, and soil nutrient issues.  His extension responsibilities include water quality, water use issues and nutrient management in turf. 

Robert Portmess

Robert Portmess works in the Department of Horticulture at Cornell University’s College of Agriculture and Life Sciences.  He was a co-author of a recent Cornell University Turfgrass Times article entitled, “Carbon Sequestration and Golf Course Management,” which was a review of research used to assess the carbon neutrality of golf course operations.  He received a Master of Professional Studies degree in Turf Science from Cornell University, where he studied the development of reduced chemical management programs for turfgrass. Bob received a Bachelor of Science degree in Industrial Engineering from Syracuse University.  His professional experience includes conducting an audit on all 21 golf courses managed by the New York State Department of Parks and Recreation for the purpose of creating and publishing an operations guideline.  He worked on the golf course maintenance crew at Skaneateles Country Club and has held senior positions in the electronics industry conducting international and domestic US sales, operations, and engineering management.    


Frank Rossi, Ph.D. 


Dr. Frank Rossi is an Associate Professor of Turfgrass Science and the New York Extension Turfgrass Specialist. He leads the turfgrass teaching program at Cornell University and advises students interested in turf, landscape architecture and resort management. In addition, Dr. Rossi conducts research and outreach education programs in the areas of environmental quality, integrated pest management, mowing and nutrient management. Frank is a father of three children, an avid triathlete, an artisan cheesemaker and an alpaca farmer.

Robert Sanderson


Bob Sanderson is the Grounds and Landscape Manager of the Sodexho Campus Services team at Nazareth College and was a member of the original Grounds Department when it was formed in 1975.


Bob has been involved with the expansion and development at Nazareth College including the installation of a synthetic turf practice field, tennis courts and campus reconfiguration.  He is a member of the master plan team that managed the campus expansion from 75 acres to 150 acres and the development of a new track and field stadium facility.  


Bob studied Ornamental Horticulture and Turf at Finger Lakes Community College.  He was awarded the Scholastic Achievement Award at the Cornell University Turfgrass Short Course and was recognized by the Eastern College Athletic Conference with their Certificate of Appreciation.

Daniel Schied


Dan Schied has been the Horticulture and Grounds Manager at the University of Rochester since 1993.  Prior to coming to the University of Rochester, Dan was the President of Custom Development Associates, Inc. and Melrose Nursery and Custom Landscape & Design.  Since coming to the University, he has lobbied for and received approval to establish portions of the campus as an arboretum.  New plantings include a native plant garden, a Rochester lilac collection and numerous other small “collection” type plantings.  Snow removal is a major aspect of the University Grounds Department, which includes a very active Medical Center as well as round-the-clock campus life activities.

Rebecca Schneider


Rebecca Schneider is an Associate Professor and Leader in the 
Department of Natural Resources Extension at Cornell University.  She joined the department over ten years ago with a Bachelors 
degree from Loyola College, a Masters degree from the University 
of Virginia, and a Ph.D. from Cornell University.  Rebecca leads an integrated research, extension and teaching program that focuses on the eco-hydrologic basis for sustainable water resource management. Her current research includes roadside ditch impacts on stream health and stream networks in central New York watersheds; groundwater discharge processes along lake shorelines; evapo-transpiration and ground water linkages in wetlands; and plant influences on stream bank erosion.

Masanori Seto

Masanori Seto was born and raised in Tokyo, Japan.  He completed the undergraduate program at the Tokyo University of Agriculture 
and Technology in the Department of Environmental and Natural 
Resource Science.  Prior to receiving a Bachelor of Agricultural Science degree, he studied at Purdue University in Indiana for 16 months through an exchange student scholarship from the  Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology. 

Masanori received a Master of Agricultural Science degree in Environmental Microbiology from the Tokyo University of Agriculture and Technology.  He completed his studies in the Department of Environmental Science on Biosphere and researched a tertiary wastewater treatment system.  He then began his Ph.D. program at Cornell University under the supervision of Dr. Daniel Peck.  He is currently working on the biology and landscape ecology of the annual bluegrass weevil on golf course environment.

Christopher Shockley  


Chris Shockley graduated from SUNY Delhi in 1973 with an Associate in Applied Science degree in Parks and Recreation Management.  He began working at the University of Rochester in 1973 as a groundskeeper.  Chris became a horticulturist and in 1991 began working as the athletic field manager, the position he currently holds.  In 2000, Chris volunteered to help the St. John Fisher Grounds Department with the Buffalo Bills Training Camp.  He was soon hired and has held the position during the 9 years the Buffalo Bills have had the training camp at St. John Fisher College.  

Vincent Simeone


Vincent Simeone is the manager of Planting Fields Arboretum State Historic Park in Oyster Bay, New York.  He has specialized expertise in woody plant identification, plant culture, landscape use and selection of superior varieties.  Vincent promotes innovative trends in gardening such as proper plant selection, four-season gardening, integrated pest management, historic landscape preservation, and low-maintenance gardening.  He is a lecturer, teacher and horticultural consultant who has authored many books including Great Flowering Landscape Shrubs and Wonders of the Winter Landscape. 

James Skorulski


James Skorulski joined the USGA Green Section staff as an Agronomist in the Northeastern Region in April 1989.  In this position, he has made numerous Turf Advisory Service visits in New York, New Jersey, New England and Canada.  


Jim earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Forest Biology from the State University of New York - College of Environmental Science and Forestry in 1984.  He attended Cornell University in 1987 to pursue graduate studies in Turfgrass Management and earned a Master of Professional Studies degree.  He is involved with teaching turf management programs at Cornell University and the University of Massachusetts.


Jim has authored articles for the Green Section Record and actively participates in USGA Regional Meetings.  He was a member of the Advisory Subcommittee for the Golf Course Integrated Pest Management Project for the State of Massachusetts and is active in the regional development of IPM protocols for golf courses.

Mark Slavens


Mark Slavens is a graduate student at Cornell University working under the direction of Dr. Marty Petrovic on an Environmental Stewardship Fund grant studying the benefits of turf.  They are studying turf types and the hydrology of soils to measure the risks and benefits of pesticides and fertilizers applied to turf. 


Mark was previously an Assistant Professor of the Applied Sciences and Recreation Division at SUNY Delhi and taught in the Turf Management and Golf Course Management programs.  He is a graduate of Utah State University where he earned Bachelor of Science degrees in Horticulture and Business Administration as well as a Master of Science degree in Plant Science.  

Karen Snover-Clift


Karen Snover-Clift has been the Director of the Plant Disease Diagnostic Clinic in the Department of Plant Pathology at Cornell University since 1998 and the Assistant Director of the Northeast Plant Diagnostic Network since 2002.


As Director of the Clinic, Karen is responsible for diagnosing plant diseases on a wide range of host plants such as woody ornamentals, herbaceous plants, fruits, vegetables, turfgrass, and field crops.  Additional duties include training Master Gardeners, Extension Educators and other green industry members on the basics of plant disease and the pathogens that cause them.  


As Associate Director of the Northeast Plant Diagnostic Network, Karen supports the overall mission of providing detection of a possible bioterrorist attack of the nation’s natural and agricultural systems.  She is pursuing her Doctorate degree at Cornell University.  


Karen received her Bachelor of Science degree from Cornell University in Floriculture and Ornamental Horticulture.  She also received a Masters of Professional Studies degree in the Department of Plant Pathology.    

Clark Throssell, Ph.D.


Dr. Clark Throssell is the Director of Research for the Golf Course Superintendents Association of America (GCSAA). He leads a competitive grants program that funds scientists who conduct applied agronomic, environmental and regulatory research to benefit golf course superintendents. In addition, Clark is a technical reviewer for the research section of Golf Course Management magazine. He is GCSAA’s liaison to the turfgrass scientific community and represents GCSAA on several turf industry committees.
Paul Vincelli, Ph.D.  


Dr. Paul Vincelli is an Extension Professor and Provost’s Distinguished Service Professor at the University of Kentucky. He received a Ph.D. in Plant Pathology from Cornell University and is a 
graduate of Rutgers University with a Bachelor of Science degree in Botany and a Master of Science degree in Plant Pathology.  Dr. Vincelli specializes in turfgrass research and extension.  His annual publication, “Chemical Control of Turfgrass Diseases” is widely referenced throughout the United States by turfgrass pathologists 
and USGA agronomists.  He was an Extension Plant Pathologist at the University of Wyoming and the University of Kentucky.  Dr. Vincelli has taught plant disease and pathology courses there and at Cornell University.  His international experience includes work as a Peace Corp Volunteer in Nicaragua and Columbia and as a Fulbright Scholar to Uruguay.

Suzanne Wainright-Evans


Suzanne Wainwright-Evans is an Ornamental Entomologist specializing in integrated pest management.  Suzanne has been involved in the green industry for more than 18 years with a primary focus on biological control, organics and using pesticides properly.  She is a graduate of the University of Florida with degrees in both Entomology and Environmental Horticulture.  Her company, Buglady Consulting Inc., provides consulting services for setting up biological and sustainable pest management programs throughout the U.S.

Timothy Walsh


Timothy Walsh is a Registered Professional Engineer in New York State and has over 18 years of experience working for the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation in Long Island and the Finger Lakes area.  He earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Chemical Engineering from Clarkson University and a Master of Public Administration degree from SUNY Brockport.  His current responsibilities include managing the Regional Bulk Storage Programs in the Region 8 – Finger Lakes office.  These include the Petroleum and Chemical Bulk Storage Program, and the Major Oil Storage Facility Program.  Prior to this, Tim was responsible for Emergency Spill Response and Long Term Petroleum Remediation.

Mobee Weinstein

Mobee Weinstein has worked at the New York Botanical Garden since 1980 and is currently Foreman of Gardeners for Outdoor Gardens.  There, she graduated from the School of Professional Horticulture and is a regular instructor, frequently teaching and lecturing to various groups and organizations.  Mobee received 
the North American Certificate in Horticulture from The American Public Gardens Association and holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Plant Studies from Lehman College of CUNY. She was an Adjunct Professor at Farmingdale State University for over 20 
years and is the Past President of the New York Chapter of The American Fern Society.  Mobee is a Certified Pesticide Applicator and has been a judge for the Philadelphia Flower Show for 15 years.  Published numerous times, Mobee has frequently appeared on television and radio. 
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